The
lan Hermon
Collection

lan, one of The Originals, has presented the side with a
collection of photographs and other memorabilia from the
early days of Icknield Way



1996: Goring - Seated Colin Pearce, Jim Lyne. Dancing- left front to back Reg Hart, Bryan Wickham,
Graham Pearce, right front to back lan Hermon, Dickie Evans, ?

1966: IW dormobile outside The Cottage, Denchworth Rd




1966: Barn dance at Buckland Village Hall
Above left Graham Pearce, right lan Hermon

Below left lan Hermon, centre Graham Pearce, right Reg Hart
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The Icknfeld Way Morris Dancers providing entertalnment at
Memorfal Hall, Buckland, organised by glrkl:ndll'g: Cdltl:‘.‘" o

Report in local paper

Left to right- Tony Paddock, Graham Pearce, Bob Hart, lan Hermon, Colin Pearce, Brian (Dickie)
Evans, Fool is Derek Hunt

Wai Morris Men, of Wantage, who took part in an evemng of
ng with members of other groups at Icknield County Secondary
School, Waxztage, on Wednesday last week.

GERESTS =

1967: left to right — Colin Pearce, Bryan Wickham, Alan Glaysher, Tony Archer, Brian (Dickie) Evans,
Tony Wickham, Tony Paddock, lan Hermon, Graham Pearce



1967: Left to right- back row Tony Archer, Bryan Wickham, Bob Hart, Graham Pearce, lan Hermon,
Tony Wickham: front row Colin Pearce, Alan Glaysher, Brian (Dickie) Evans

1969 Whit Monday: lan Hermon in full flight (Joe
Marns playing)
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There’s nothing fluffy

their

Morris daneers leap

out in early summer
~ like seasonal flowers.
And  almost, some
people think, as prettily.
This week and next there
could be, acconimg to. the
English Folk Dance and Song
iety, as_many
teams, hopping and prancing
in their colourful costumes
_~.on English village greens.
They ;fleb o& to b‘ei found
near a ause dancing
the “Trunkles,” “Swaggering
Boney,” “Step and Fetch
Her” and “Lumps of Plum
Puddmg, to name but a few,
can be thirsty work.
But is it a man's work?
Well, women are not con-
ildered msutﬁcxenﬂy “magical

Morru dancing is
associated throughout the
emmgeslmth ty and
virility. It is not surprising
_that Women’s Lib has made
on impact on this hvely rite
in xeeentcentumes.

Fluffy

There have been a few

women’s sides who have
performed what the folk ex-
perts call Morris.”

But jt is generally left to
men to master the intricacies
of such steps as the beetle
— oy sy cl—ar ‘hoc Pba[‘k

.-gévaa

ormer pupils, now mosﬂa*m

, - mid-twenties, of Ick-
‘nield  Secondary ty
ool, Wantage.

~ Altho one member is
:tl:”zndgother a schovlboy

~ The former deﬂlty head of

.ﬁm nm;ﬂ,ed ary Shunn,
her enthusiasm tm‘ folk and
‘barn  dancing _to her old

NPils She used to take dan-

" cing classes ‘even during
lunch hq

‘wSo :'inost o! the Ickn!ilg

ay dancers
first ste, olboys. A
ﬁ\g of. ha.gh: chat in a
one ev and talked

,5;;:5- the idea of taldng to the
" That is how their side

began And they are still
to recruit a tew more
txt men.
 The leader is called “the
squire.” Ian Hermon, a 26-
year-old estate agent, and an
ex-squire himself, recalling
the pagan origins of Morrig
dancing, described the grim
fate that was the destiny of
lnother key man, the fool.
io “Going back, they used to
rment the fool and get him
at the end of
ey ran their

foune
Swords {hrough him.”

oldmgecomPﬁseﬂ_f

Vabot these Morris men

much of the refuse waa-_yut—; ¢
t«; a frailer by the tr:

. one
whom then took lt awu for

the council to dupose of.

Man collapse's
and dies

Members of the Icknield Morris Men at their practice night at

4 Fool

5 "I get out’ thhre and gwe

‘them as good as they give

* me,” he said. .
\And he has to perform a
cial fool’s ‘dance, to give.
:B: rest of the side a break.
He also mixes with
dmnce and belts them with

~an inflated pig’s bladder.‘

another Morris tradition.

The current squire, Tony

Paddock, a 24-year-old
bricklayer’s foreman, has
Apecml duties while dancing
with his team,

“I call out ‘oot up, half-jip

or half-hay,’ ” he said.

These and other calls are
obeyed by his dancers who
go
movements

the dance

demands. And the eﬂects can.

be striking.

‘ But Morris dancers have‘

thexr critlcs
generation

thmk we re a ioad of paﬂs
with ~said

i “'.il‘rhsey dou't know Whﬂt"

 they're mis;x:as_ olunta”’

Any
orgauisatm ,nl““ AP rrin

the au--

through whatever,

hon..

ty learned
¥ ?:{3 amount of homework.”

Y playing tennis,”
. ;axd

cing them: They

without music during a tea- |
break, against 1\?IGba\ekgrwmi ;

of in
“We got two pieces of mut-
toncloth and gave ' a

demonstration,” the bagman
said. “They could see that
Morris dancing
‘than they thought.

“That shut them up.”

The man who wears a bat-
s o Bt

en 3

g 4(?-year—old Joe

a Londoner by oruzin. :

councillor,
Marns, a
and a librarian at Harwell.

_ Mr, Marns. 46, learned ‘Lhe
Morris musw from’

. Shunn.

: “She had a collection. 1
 porrowed them, copied them
It was a

" He knows about 40 tunes
— two
“Black Joke” and “Q

light.”

. The mystery ‘of why some

men go Morris dancing oan
“be expla

~‘“Some people 2o tishxng or
‘Mr Marns

team, -
- year-old steel press operator.

is tougher |

the VC Gallery, Wantage.

T doesn’t haVe anythmg 3
like the vigour and interest

~of Morris dancing, w&uch has

its own beauty.”

The “heavyweight of ﬁha
Bob Hart, a 14st. 30-

confessed:-“Dancing on ass

s hardest You use

‘energy to E.et oif the
ztound 8 3
But what does he get out
ot it? There iS, of course,

keeping a tradition alive. .
“It's enjoyment,” he added.
i‘é: of peonta. fhat ”‘é’i‘:ﬁfn:
Peop! re's dr:
-and lts feshve :

sts 5

his faveurites are ;

SALES and SERVICE .

‘Bridge Garage
SHREWTON, WILTS.

i - Telephone:
By Day ..coeeeen SHREWTON 848
By Night ..

. SHREWTON 322

secretary.

“This is a unique ac-

G

Ashwin

1973: left to right- Colin Pearce, Brian (Dickie) Evans, Tony Paddock, lan Hermon, Bob Hart, Clifford



1974: Downs School

Above left to right Bob Hart, Graham Pearce, Brian (Dickie) Evans, Alan Glaysher, lan Hermon
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1974: Local paper



Dancing along the gallery

w.Gs &H 18/11/82

Nostalgia Article 1982

1960s Following the IW van up Newbury St.

Left to right — Bob Hart, Brian (Dickie) Evans, Colin Pierce, Joyce Evans (later Hermon), lan Hermon,
Bryan Wickham



Icknield School’s Longsword Dancers



